The  Crowd in  Peace and War

"the heart of a hare, with ears erect and sleepless eyes.
"It stands listening its fears.'"

If there were not much to be said on the other side the
case for the Crowd would indeed be a bad one, and social
disorganisation should be the aim of every wise individual;
wise men, however, are not often to be found labouring
for that.

The self-preservative instinct of a crowd is manifested
in countless other ways, which the reader can easily observe
for himself. It will suffice if I cite one more. It is this
instinct, curiously enough, which at our present stage of
civilisation is the great impediment to the Eugenics propa-
ganda. The purpose of Eugenics is of course to make the
stuff of a people stronger and the crowd of them therefore
more efficient; but at present you cannot get the public
to think so. What the public, like any other crowd,
instinctively dreads is loss of membership, that is to say
the untimely death of its members unless they give their
lives for it. An executed murderer does in fact part with
his life for the crowd as completely as a soldier slain on
the battle-field, but no crowd will realise this. It is in
response to this instinct of the public that so much trouble
is taken to save the lives of weakly infants and to keep
alive the unfit of all kinds. This instinct inspires the
"cockering-up" of the imbecile, the scrofulous, the con-
sumptive, the violent criminal, the insane, and the conse-
quent continued propagation of the unfit. Nature provides
for the extinction of such by disease, malnutrition, poverty,
and the like disqualifications. But the crowd, vaguely
desirous of keeping up its numbers, fights this tendency of
nature, not at all in the interest of the individual, but
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